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At any one time, nearly 6.9 million people are 
on probation, in jail, in prison, or on parole in 

the United Sates. Each year, more than 
600,000 individuals are released from state 
and federal prisons. Another 9 million cycle 

through local jails.

https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/human-services/incarceration-reentry-0







Reflection
– What is the biggest barrier for incarcerated people?

• Education
• Employment
• Housing
• Mental health
• Community connections
• Family and peer support
• Commitment of individual



Stigma



[Play]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpVe83ArKZ4


Why serve on
the inside?



Partnering with facilities—prisons, jails, 
mental health treatment sites, etc.—

creates opportunities for people on the 
inside, facility staff, and social service 

agencies on the outside.



Facilities: ground zero for social failures

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/income.html



Facilities: ground zero for social failures

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/income.html



Facilities: ground zero for social failures

59%
N=422/717



https://www.irp.wisc.edu/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Focus-35-3b.pdf









Proven on the inside





Employment and "soft 
skills" education is...
• how Proven began its work in 

the Jail
• how Proven began its re-

entry groups
• how Proven first launched 

credit for prior learning (CPL)



Current CPL Stats
138

students earned college credit in jail

38%
students of color v. County pop.: roughly 10% POC and County arrests: roughly 20% POC

540
credits

$100,000
Worth of credits



Proven on the outside



Job Club



Tech Club



Rec Club



Leadership Group



1-1s



Transition to college



Current Re-Entry Stats
300+

students served yearly

100+
credit students we're actively working with

66%
jail-to-campus transition rate

37%
recidivism rate v. 68% national average



La Crosse County Jail
Independent Living Resources

St. Clare Health Mission
La Crosse County Justice Support Services

Catholic Charities
League of Women Voters

La Crosse County Probation and Parole
Coulee Recovery Center

Oxford House
La Crosse County Comprehensive Community 

Services
Marine Credit Union Foundation

La Crosse County Veterans Service Office
REACH

Consumer Credit Counseling Services
Driftless Recovery Services

Workforce Connections
Everybody Bikes

Unity House
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
La Crosse Area Family Collaborative

Next Chapter La Crosse
Couleecap

Salvation Army
YWCA/YMCA

The Parenting Place
New Horizons

La Crosse Public Library

A few partners



But where do I start?
– Engage in professional development 

around incarceration, addiction, trauma, and racism
– Partner with facility staff—make sure they have your 

information, specifically when and how to connect
– Help people on the inside plan for the outside (1-1s)
– Lead groups or classes in your areas of expertise
– Establish a re-entry point-of-contact and safe space



Exit Reflection
–What facilities are near you?
– In what ways might you partner with 

those facilities?



We'd love to connect!
Colin Walsh

– walshc@westerntc.edu
– 608-313-4342

Dillon Mader
– maderd@westerntc.edu
– 608-709-8919
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