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Badger State Housing Alliance is Ready for Spring! 
Through the work of our members, the Badger State Housing Alliance had quite a productive 
first quarter. In the first three months of the year, we have held a state-wide advocacy day, 
organized seven federal congressional visits, continued to host our Curds of Wisdom webinar 
series with some of the highest participation rates we have seen, and have grown our 
membership greatly.  

However, we know there is much more to do. Despite the unusually warm and highly 
successful winter, the BSHA welcomes spring with open arms! Over the next months, the 
Advocacy Committee will work on a “Blueprint for WI Housing” that will feature our state-wide 
goals and be a useful advocacy tool for Wisconsin communities, organizations, and 
advocates. The Outreach Committee will continue to organize our Curds of Wisdom series 
and look at new ways to engage our members and our communities.    

This year is off to a great start, but we need your continued support, feedback, and time to 
continue our efforts. Please consider joining any of our committees or our Steering 
Committee. If you have additional questions don’t hesitate to reach out to Marlo 
(mfields@wiscap.org).    
 

BSHA Important Dates in April! 

Want to get more involved in BSHA? April has plenty of opportunities to join in the fun. If you 
are interested in any of the committees, please sign-up here.  

mailto:mfields@wiscap.org
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflx65nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3mfW6pXf8_6hLLG3W9g5D4T91bjWNW8F6CyG4k16rXN24fJ-P7yZK9W1vj9wY3kYYk-W3W9kNy1X18vPW2gSQKn1_GJslW2BKr817LmgvGW2tP40X4jp7GpW2FqR-14RMDfZVmc4ty6K7FlcN3QT-SvjjWgbW8vpCs733R3XzW93snXv5h-1wpW31d9cR8BVM9bW8JL1J_3P0tlXW8g8JTB55Pc9kW85K8S-3hDPDKW59lf3q6zgMv9W43yVMq5-CP66W1fRDW98l53J7W27Hp7B7FB25GW3Zt7mp5TJvRjW3MvryW1ZDGBTW5ytr3F271sKmW4_CcCs3_CCNkW3ZgBX44qHx5MW77Shfz8TKdPQW89j4Kb3dJJ4VW7SjXpq5K0dYgN7pJ1_s1QZ_dW3ynm5-23mjZJf6KbSr204


• April 10 – Curds of Wisdom at Noon – Register  

• April 18 – BSHA Advocacy Committee at 11:00 am – Zoom  

• April 18 – BSHA Steering Committee at 8:30 am – Zoom  

• April 25 - BSHA Outreach Committee at 9:00 am – Zoom  

BSHA Goes to Washington 

In March, the Badger State Housing Alliance led a delegation of advocates as part of the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition's Capitol Hill Day. The group was able to meet with 7 
of the 10 Wisconsin congressional offices, including both of our Senators! Holly Odeja from 
the Wisconsin Partnership for Housing Development, helped organize and participated in our 
visits. This was her first time doing this type of advocacy. Read her story below and know that 
all of us can become fierce advocates to advance affordable housing in our state! 

As a first-timer at the NLIHC Forum and Capitol Hill Day, I found my experience incredibly 
inspiring. The day and a half of advocacy-related plenary and breakout sessions helped instill 
a fire in me and the attendees leading up to Hill Day. The plenary sessions were especially 
exceptional as we heard from various  speakers who are all champions in their space, 
whether it be politics, housing development, advocacy, or journalism. My favorite plenary 
speakers were Congresswoman Cori Bush and Congressman Maxwell Frost both of whom 
have personal experiences with homelessness and were able to rise above to become 
leaders in their respective communities and help their constituents who struggle with the very 
same battles they once faced with housing.   

   

I also found the breakout sessions to be just as compelling. One very eye-opening session 
spoke to the housing disparities for individuals who are re-entering society post-incarceration. 
This is a group of individuals who are severely underserved in many institutions and are very 
vulnerable to housing issues. I was lucky enough to attend all seven sessions on Capitol Hill 
Day with Peggy (Last Name) and Ray (Last Name) representing FREE Out of Milwaukee 
(link), an organization that focuses on serving women who are justice system-impacted. It 
was very insightful to hear how those same issues I learned about in the breakout session 
impact thousands of women here in Wisconsin.    

Each congressional meeting was unique in its own way through the interaction or feedback I 
received from the staffer depending on which office I met with. Because a majority of 
Wisconsin’s delegation leans right, housing is typically not a top priority for them. However, I 
was surprised to see that regardless of which side of the aisle they were on, many staffers 
were interested in hearing about these issues as we know the housing crisis is not a red or 
blue issue, but rather an American issue. Some of these meetings also included virtual 
participants, holding 6 out of 7 of the meetings in a hybrid format. This was very helpful in 
capturing more interaction from constituents from representative districts and an effective 
way of sharing with the staffer/representative the issues impacting their district. Initially, I felt 
very intimidated to attend these meetings but was surprised by the willingness of the staffers 
to listen and their desire to understand the housing crisis in Wisconsin. All in all, I felt as 
though the Forum the two days prior had really helped ignite a deeper passion behind the 
importance of advocating for these issues at a higher level. It was also very encouraging to 
be around many others at the Forum who were excited to rally behind these same issues.  

https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflx65nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3kZVP0TvG112SDDW5Vf2Yf7NK9ptW2W3mLJ48v7F5W7ggkHG2Jd5jGN8BMZ3FrVXbnW3BlZ7j5SVJX5VV9QwM5zYbvXW4XgFDx3pBtGTW1kFcBX6KpT29W8MR2Tq7K5BJ5W88w9321vvhxCW9jJvCp1t6DGMW5v_ms_2DBXJ8VScM_D7XKK7VW4QGs5q52wnB2VZnx0S7MdSTtW2hTcf16Z_rFbW1Wr0ZF7gGD5bW6518vH51LrLLW7M4zv92MNBcrW57drWZ4sWD0MVw1BpX243LDNW7lSVLt7F5gl7W5LN0V25l88YVW6N2S3f3zl9N5W5m7W9g5WV22lW57r9T26GTzw3N3BCPnRdlqfSV4G0243lMybgW3jFLGP3YXPVJW2xZ98h1v_jBdW1VQs_p43GVC2f4hJhn404
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflzb3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3pBW3DNMRP2KmlyNW3-Q_ZD3nWxDfVbH_ch35y549W766PNJ7Dl9FJW4Y6SqG6Zw1bbN65kkxmW8q1GW7r3dW87fSJz3W3c2dNm9kn2ZYW61spYb8GvklvW34ZqjZ6s2pH7W4-xQfp2f5rVDN7W5Gk7yDJ10W3pbnKt5K2V7rN6D_g_7--vNPW3QPpmf6KJWV5W2jjSQ35c0K2MW7wkF963kqmC2N5MLBQ5pjlmpW30jx2J20Rh9mW3mqPZ692W8DDN6p8Mm54jbT1N1_Nc4WtJ-02W4tbppn45BtwwW8rJTLn4ngklHW8Cvcdp9bT0WwW5MpjDL12_qxyW2Klsyn7MJp6FW6njHMg7tfb-JVnjlsR52VrWCW33bY-S2pp3fZf1JZ-K-04
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflzb3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3l-W7vG-Kr4jwVKCW6L6YpT3YFkxFVm7_sN4B8pT7N2y0Dmk_kC6hW8FsF453yb0J0VM59b23Yp6BTW8KhP_k6Fl0R_M4X3Mq8pG0PW2q2HFQ6KP-BDW8WV5Wj4YgLCsW51-3l-92Q4b8W16-VMy5PWTbYN6nb2cMdN07rW8tHrdR4FfDGfN4TVsfhbjJMgW7XS_KM2wv9TlN2TWdpqDdBYMW5TQ3tB5fp5xdW6Zy9y-1nw8_0N16qmc5TTYnkW6fcsRG1RQQFGVyM5ql3Czcn2W6Rblz98SBkg4W5twsVk57yFrvW4SRs-X44VTxyVtLy-x384frtW1KB6Hy5-3z-kW8wHtx64MC8KyW3-7CDY16hv19W29wbmc86W6WKf1DfrLF04
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflzb3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3q5W7t2Y2j5RtGpMW3bSxnh6bplb9W7pqGjY5GQJLSW4GZsSj415w87W5rY31m66Z2xrF4wclJN9t8QW4YvPSk2GlcxdW3zJ86L43bX6bVXFNDv55bJRJW8r8Fc17p5jR1W1bhMyk2khWQWW7V3qPD42279HW1v_Bhh5yfJK9W428VDd3Z6JBTVgsbDC6B-Sr_W6nwsLJ3DBJPrW4lFFwl21g_RLW7zHn9t2_BB9tW822sBc36Hl_qW29dsSt6NWD66W5DH9qB3Zk8fFW54hhzn8l7BF_W2gCFym5HBXlwW6Vy8y_64YrSMW2hlL_M1Cg-34W6s7DSS6CCTzMW3KdT-d5K8Nd4W2WcGhx4WMxvZVMVdWQ1_5QMwVXYXQw6kBZnrf4Bw1dx04


 

Cooperman’s Corner: Housing Advocacy Organizer, Courtney Cooperman 

Support Full Funding for Voucher Renewals in Federal Budget 

 

Advocating For Federal Housing Resources: Join NLIHC’s Capitol 
Hill Day 
After months of negotiation, Congress passed a Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24) budget that 
includes $8.3 billion in HUD spending increases above fiscal year 2023 levels. This funding 
increase is especially notable given the political context. Last June, Congress passed the 
“Fiscal Responsibility Act,” which caps overall spending for domestic programs at 
approximately Fiscal Year 2023 levels and limits spending increases in Fiscal Year 2025 to 
1% in exchange for raising the federal debt ceiling. These tight spending limits made it an 
uphill battle for housing advocates to secure much-needed increases in HUD funding. Thanks 
to your advocacy, we got it done!    

Because of rising rents, the Housing Choice Voucher program needed a larger-than-
expected funding increase just to maintain the number of people served. The draft House bill 
could have led to a loss of 112,000 housing vouchers upon turnover, including the loss of 
1,300 vouchers in Wisconsin. The draft Senate bill could have led to a loss of 80,000 
vouchers upon turnover, including the loss of 900 vouchers in Wisconsin. Fortunately, 
housing advocates showed up in full force, and Congress recognized the urgency of full 
funding for voucher renewals.  As a result, HUD should be able to renew all existing vouchers 
and expand rental assistance to an additional 3,000 households.   

NLIHC’s other top priorities also received increased or stable resources:   

• The Homeless Assistance Grants program was provided a $418 million increase in 
funding from FY23-enacted levels to a total of $4.05 billion.  

• The Public Housing Capital Fund received $3.41 billion, or a modest increase of $30 
million compared to last year’s levels, and the Public Housing Operating Fund 
received $5.5 billion, or $367 million more than in FY23.  

• The Native American Housing Block Grant program received a funding increase of 
$324 million for a total of $1.1 billion in FY24.  

https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflxq5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3krW6zHjDh9jJpwCW4FJqKS23sZLBW4N-Hhl2s9N_XN6CDchX2VtQyW4Vf36r6KnSfkW58XY6J8NLG3YW1_g8799cQk8DW6J7YqM618d1zW8cRy821P76rlW7qtV7G1Dlnh9W6F5qVf6tP1WGW9431z77m7r-NW1Q3jWR8khS-wW42Qqdw2n5wTyMKx_F3GwsCPW26PNWk7HHJSbN8lcBVjPJXJVW6whnvd268s5FVKr87K7rrb9lVP7FnV6Cy6sgW11hDH05LcJnpN70vSBZQb-w1W2qFvSZ54Rr0NW7_hP5C6WCjYZW3gfm6j1Mxb4ZF7CsvXzxHXlV7PphC7hfTpsW7kpzhc44r9jFMRYCLJYT-QBW6kRQsj7Zyf6MN3zWMxzdCgrvW1WXpZ35LyG32W8VDT5d47k7dtW3TVcps3cyjZzf6Bz_1q04
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflxq5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3krW6zHjDh9jJpwCW4FJqKS23sZLBW4N-Hhl2s9N_XN6CDchX2VtQyW4Vf36r6KnSfkW58XY6J8NLG3YW1_g8799cQk8DW6J7YqM618d1zW8cRy821P76rlW7qtV7G1Dlnh9W6F5qVf6tP1WGW9431z77m7r-NW1Q3jWR8khS-wW42Qqdw2n5wTyMKx_F3GwsCPW26PNWk7HHJSbN8lcBVjPJXJVW6whnvd268s5FVKr87K7rrb9lVP7FnV6Cy6sgW11hDH05LcJnpN70vSBZQb-w1W2qFvSZ54Rr0NW7_hP5C6WCjYZW3gfm6j1Mxb4ZF7CsvXzxHXlV7PphC7hfTpsW7kpzhc44r9jFMRYCLJYT-QBW6kRQsj7Zyf6MN3zWMxzdCgrvW1WXpZ35LyG32W8VDT5d47k7dtW3TVcps3cyjZzf6Bz_1q04


• The Eviction Prevention Grant program was level-funded at $20 million. This is a win 
because the House bill would have zeroed out the program’s funding.   

For a more detailed analysis of the bill and funding amounts for other programs, read our 
analysis in Memo to Members & Partners and browse our updated budget chart.    

This major victory would not have been possible without all of you who met with, emailed, 
called, or tweeted at your members of Congress over the past year! Thank you for your 
persistent advocacy, and I encourage you to take the time to celebrate the impact of your 
hard work.   

Of course, the time for advocacy never stops—you can keep the momentum going by 
reaching out to members of Congress and urging them to support bipartisan legislation, such 
as the “Eviction Crisis Act” and “Family Stability and Opportunity Vouchers Act,” that 
addresses the housing needs of the lowest-income renters. With just a few clicks, use the 
Legislative Action Center to contact your members of Congress about key legislation to 
increase the supply of affordable homes, keep renters stably housed, and strengthen tenant 
protections 

 

 

Curds of Wisdom 

 

REGISTER HERE 

Wed. Feb. 7th at 12 pm 
 
The Curds of Wisdom speaker series is a free, monthly forum focused on creating and 

https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflxq5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3l2N9gkj5mxxKzlW2K7kzc6D-mhmW6xhWzH2q0FXNW6sH79n5HKjsnW7mGD8D4kTG86N3ZvlLJg2SXsW6FqLL21WzVK8W7PL23x8JlW3xW40LGyM4_2SW8W3TLWwj5pbY8kN13Bx5JmXgW9W5bvM3D4RwGDlW7Zc0yG5cG6d3W7_LHR5874_BKVxXZzS7dYg-xN5cvqdnR8ylmN97VwMdVfKj7N2yvSRg3drqwW3k_jXk2GTxt4W6c3QxD80YV67W1yY4VD5hLQHYW3kks311WQsgPW41WP0g85hwLTW2tc5DB3RtWfMN4N21qSBFwPTW3d9lk91QJFvGW4Pr6_-9dQryPW1BsnC27MWtg9W2fBLD-7b14ZJW95Jvnt7zhdRfW5j5fDh1_xnpSW7kHzRj6f9ccJW8m4SZz1jHm49W2S8blp6qdV1sf18m0hT04
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflzb3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3pDN8z6PlpY27ktW8l6pGs5GtcXVW3DWMs08FbYSPW1xXxQV43f5_4W6Dgh5q6PzJhkW28zHyF55m6w6N6vvPtgH8c3GW3JmfwD15TP97W2xphZz5YC_TSW4YMyLB34JCfjW2BQgMW3QXhhRW8CJ5R57RsyFNW4WztDl2_d32zW53FlmR8Bbg0tW7rFpY72ktPgRW4Qp7b88GK3XJW8k6c_57gwZk_N93DNT0BbxSmW8tgZ7W83_2b7N7n44cg7W_fpW147H4G4z6dYRW1hf4v48kVTdgW964hSx5yt4_KW4KmYfp6MHqlmW96ljQW2n0TZqW1DXfXZ6VnB_3W68CvfL95vjWcMCRJ9d9kpY8N7ZfKDZ2S11gW5-HDwn900R2lf6sFNPW04
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflyj3qn9gW7lCdLW6lZ3pfW5PKT3Y3fkbCcW5bj4pw21LBSNW1dZRNj4HCg7xW1ChtNd2ZRMbKN2QLg42fd7DdW2Nybr36jSFmJW5PfD6H5Y4DQQW66XXl62Q6s5KW1fVgF_19H5hlW6wf12887Pk60W4DRVMf6b38nlMdLvSs-RpvSN7XX-fNmL-w5W1h3FXD5_Rt2gN8Yjb4lxMf5XN1B-T69cdwFmN5k8XlfFX7mbW2XtPR47pJV3kW4mKzVt76kqKyW4ZXdjJ7w9M9pW2QzmS44zxsmFW397z_m9hcCmlW4c0HF86NFMbqW66YMYS6F6HtGf1JWBkz04
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsd-GvqDItHNRmRBAq9wxSJ-P0OfQGJKbh?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=276377748&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9sdqclmf9HX22VAUqeKIP0wipGHOFRYFXSLTpZJrzcs8QDypRdNEMzoSh7OekTatYh_NH6f5hIUAiHl_jXr4FeykzTjg&utm_content=276377748&utm_source=hs_email#/registration


preserving housing options throughout Wisconsin. The series aims to share effective 
practices and build relationships among advocates and practitioners. Please join us whether 
you are an elected official or a motivated neighbor!   

Curds of Wisdom is co-sponsored by WISCAP, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, and 
the Wisconsin Council of Churches.  

In April join Habitat for Humanity of Wisconsin Executive Director Peter Lewandowski and 
Movin' Out Home Ownership Program Director Vivian Rayam for a conversation about two 
important programs that support affordable home ownership in Wisconsin. This conversation 
will be facilitated by Heather Dummer Combs, Take Root Milwaukee Program Director of the 
Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin (UEDA)    

    

Don't forget to eat all your curds (or go back for seconds!) Click here if for achieved 
recordings of Curds, including March's in-depth look at Wisconsin Community Land Trusts! 

If you have ideas for our Curds of Wisdom Speaker Series, please reach out to Marlo 
Fields at mfields@wiscap.org.  

 
 

Wisconsin Policy Forum finds homelessness on the rise. 
In the years before the pandemic, Wisconsin’s reported homeless population shrank after its 
programs to serve them shifted their focus from temporary to permanent housing to meet 
updated federal requirements. For the past two years, however, homelessness has risen 
amid growing housing costs and other factors, and efforts to combat it may now be impacted 
by the end of federal pandemic relief funds that have been used by some governments for 
addressing homelessness.  

Read the full report from the Wisconsin Policy Forum here  

SCOTUS to hear monumental case on criminalization of unhoused 
populations 
In April, the U.S. Supreme Court will take on Grant’s Pass v. Johnson a landmark case that 
may determine if municipalities have the right to arrest and jail unhoused populations. The 
National Alliance to End Homelessness recently released its statement on the landmark 
case. Read more about the case and its potential tragic effects on unhoused populations and 
broader society. One thing is certain, criminalizing homelessness is NOT an ethical, financial, 
or effective solution to eradicate homelessness 
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https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflyj3qn9gW7lCdLW6lZ3m-N1xk7RPkB1ZvW6G_B2G2DQs06W81T2ry7R-4GCW1HdN5K1Ddv-GV-QzJ_4v8mdZW4260jf5wynKKW1DqwMp60RQgXW5VZQj41nZc2LW7qLw0b44Rh8sW7cM7-w1v903cW2tDDCN18xnRzN80lmhj9sJXXW7DGy875y0z2zW8zkbdb89YG4tW2Jm_jk17WC6DW1HlbXF21xxj2W6b4-lX2VvTgtW6fTP8K2MKQm3VfRkMY8MpTr3W119GgD6gNZw8W6LJCcM2Cv7MvW2KzqTh8fmCtRW5MGVV818n05FN5ghkGWj9mBsf124gBz04
https://d4jz1d04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT+113/d4JZ1D04/MW75C6qg_r8W3PJVZj1T7BqQW5LNP255cn23KN7Rflyj3qn9gW7lCdLW6lZ3kNVw0K6611LwN-W5znrCp7LnF6ZW7hjHpz3BZTqsVYbnlq4gMb1dW5rhmZX8bp5C5W94CHGf2bSMZqW4CB26F891whNW7brBW487K5qpW1tpD-Q60D4yMW823QTx4NrNm1W3-Sc901KcvxVW14rJ3f3GBJsWW97hl8B6BMfbpW5tHRrB1tl-F2W9hxTXN7LN8NGW8w1DMZ82lCL9W2-TP-t7MkS7hW7Nx20V8DF5vCW3bXYRy213cgnW84sVGh8F6F4_W6lPWxq5PnC2RW6WhgVQ73Y0VmW301TXj4ZcD00W16cHW15TlxTRf4CllNF04
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Badger State Housing Alliance 
We are in the process of building a contact list of individuals who would like to receive 
updates on housing issues across the state. Please feel free to pass this newsletter along to 
any colleagues, elected officials, friends, family members or anyone you think would benefit 
from this effort. You can also share the link below for folks to sign up for this distribution list. 

Learn more about BSHA 

Subscribe to BSHA Newsletter 
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