
Building from the Roots Up
Advocating for Deeply Affordable Housing



About NLIHC

Dedicated to achieving 
racially and socially 
equitable public policy 
that ensures people 
with the lowest incomes 
have quality homes that 
are accessible and 
affordable in 
communities of their 
choice. 

• ENGAGE in research and 
produce resources to 
educate lawmakers and the 
public about the need for 
affordable homes

• MOBILIZE Coalition 
members and supporters 
across the country to 
advocate for equitable 
housing policy.

• SHAPE public opinion about 
low-income housing issues 
through media engagement 
and organizing.



The Housing Affordability Crisis



The Gap

• No state has an adequate supply of affordable rental 
housing for the lowest-income renters.

• Extremely low-income (ELI) households face a shortage 
of 7.3 million affordable and available rental homes, 
nationally, resulting in 34 affordable and available 
homes for every 100 ELI households.

• Black (19%), Latino (13%), and Indigenous (16%) 
households are disproportionately ELI renters and 
disproportionately impacted by this shortage.

• ELI renters are more likely than other renters to spend a 
large share of their income on rent. 



























Out of Reach

• Despite rising wages, cooling inflation, and low 
unemployment, low-wage workers and other 
renters continue to struggle with the cost of rent.

• In no state, metropolitan area, or county is the 
federal minimum wage—or the prevailing 
state/local minimum wage—sufficient to afford the 
fair-market rent (FMR) for a modest one- or two-
bedroom home.

• In 2024, a full-time worker needs to earn an hourly 
wage of $32.11 on average to afford 2-bed FMR 
($1,670/mo), $26.74 for 1-bed FMR ($1,390/mo).











The Solutions



HoUSed: 
Universal, Stable, Affordable

• Campaign to advance anti-racist 
policies and achieve large-scale, 
sustained investments and reforms 
necessary to ensure that ELI renters 
have affordable places to call home 
in the communities of their choice.

• Four pillar policy objectives:

1. Bridge the gap between 
incomes and housing costs

2. Expand and preserve the 
supply of rental homes

3. Provide emergency rental 
assistance

4. Strengthen and enforce 
renter protections



Build and Preserve the Supply 
of Affordable Rental Homes

Key Legislation:
• Affordable Housing Tax Credit Improvement Act (S.1557, H.R.3238) –

Expands the Housing Credit by 50% over five years and makes important 
reforms to help the program better serve families with the lowest 
incomes. Also includes reforms to help build more housing in rural and 
tribal areas.

• Yes In My Backyard Act (S.1688, H.R.3507) – The bill requires 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) jurisdictions to report on 
actions taken to address zoning and land use barriers.

• Homes for All Act (H.R.7191 in the 117th Congress) –This bill invests $1 
trillion to create 9.5 million new public housing apartments and 2.5 
million homes through the national Housing Trust Fund.



Bridge the Gap Between 
Incomes and Rent

Key Legislation:
• Family Stability and Opportunity Vouchers Act (S.1257, H.R.3376)–This 

bill would provide 250,000 new housing vouchers, paired with 
counseling services to help families with children move to communities 
of their choice. 

• Choice in Affordable Housing Act (S.32, H.R.4606) – The bill expands 
access to affordable housing options by removing barriers to landlord 
participation in HUD’s Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) program.

• National Renters’ Tax Credit



Stabilize Families During Crisis 
to Prevent Evictions

Key Legislation:

• Eviction Crisis Act (S.2182 and H.R.8237 in the 
117th Congress) –Establish a permanent version of 
the pandemic ERA program by creating a national 
housing stabilization fund to help families facing a 
financial shock avoid eviction. (awaiting 
reintroduction)



Strengthen and Enforce 
Renter Protections

• Affordable, stable, and accessible 
housing and robust housing 
choice are the foundation upon 
which just and equitable 
communities are built.

• The power imbalance between 
renters and landlords puts 
renters at greater risk of housing 
instability, harassment, and 
homelessness, and it fuels racial 
inequity.

• Congress should enact legislation that 
establishes vital renter protections 
such as

• Prohibit source of income discrimination

• Create “just cause” eviction protections

• Expand the Fair Housing Act to ban 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity, marital 
status, and source of income

• Ensure access for people exiting the 
criminal legal system by ending arbitrary 
screening and eviction policies, including 
prohibiting blanket bans and one-strike 
policies.

• Establish rent-gouging protections for 
renters and require landlords disclose all 
fees prior to lease-signing.

• Support tenant organizing

• A National Tenants Bill of Rights!

https://nlihc.org/national-tenants-bill-rights


The Impact

• Housing is linked to nearly every measure of having 
a quality life:
• Racial equity

• Education

• Health

• Economic mobility

• Housing Stability

• Advancing the policy objectives of these pillars will 
ensure that all people can thrive regardless of who 
they are and where they live.



Connect with NLIHC

• Resources:
• The Gap: www.nlihc.org/gap

• Out of Reach: www.nlihc.org/oor

• HoUSed campaign fact sheets: www.nlihc.org/housed

• Legislative Action Center: www.nlihc.org/take-action

• Contact Information
Thaddaeus Elliott

Housing Advocacy Coordinator (Wisconsin)

telliott@nlihc.org

http://www.nlihc.org/gap
http://www.nlihc.org/oor
http://www.nlihc.org/housed
http://www.nlihc.org/take-action
mailto:telliott@nlihc.org
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