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History of Extension

Educators translate research from specialists and faculty 

at UW-Madison into practical solutions for local needs. 

Extension delivers a statewide network of outreach that 

can support Campus research needs. Extension 

embodies the Wisconsin Idea by partnering to develop 

and connect the research and educational resources of 

UW-Madison with residents and communities to address 

local, statewide, and national issues.
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Putting Our Work In Context
● The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world, mirrored by Wisconsin 
● Wisconsin has the second highest rate of black-to-white imprisonment disparity and the highest jail 

incarceration rate of Native Americans in the nation and the world

Source: prisonpolicy.org/global/2021.html



Wisconsin DOC Recidivism by Rearrest, 
Reconviction, and Reincarceration; 2000–2021



Expense of Reincarceration

In 2021 alone, 41 states spent well over $8 Billion to incarcerate 
193,000 people for supervision violations and revocations.

Cost of Recidivism ÷ State Population; in 2021 Dollars

1. Wisconsin: $72 per resident; $426,157,181 total
2. Vermont: $61
3. Arkansas: $58
4. Virginia: $57
5. Wyoming: $53
Justice Center, Council of State Governments, April 2023



Origin Story: National Reentry Research
Debt to Society: Asset Poverty and Prisoner Reentry (Martin 2011)

• “The almost exclusive emphasis on employment as the 
measurement of economic well-being is short-sighted 
because it ignores the importance of financial education 
and asset ownership.”

• “Many ex-offenders have difficulties meeting their financial 
obligations, some of which are ordered by the court.”

• “Most people released from prisons and jails have few 
financial resources. It is unlikely their financial outlook will 
improve soon after their return to the community.”



Origin Story: Local Efforts
• Financial literacy education is not typically presented by 

staff at correctional facilities 

• Common financial questions from PIOC
•Credit
•Debts in collection
•Reestablishing bank accounts
•Finding housing, especially as a Registered Sex Offender

• Not a concise online location for reentry resources for 
individuals released from incarceration

• How can Extension assist these individuals?



Reentry Ready Curriculum Overview

Goal: to empower individuals to 
control their personal finances 
after release
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Website Creation and Review
• Brainstormed 

possible topics 

• Narrowed to most 
pertinent topics

• Considered best 
ways to organize the 
information 

• Collected feedback 
on dynamic site

https://finances.extension.wisc.edu/reentry-ready-resources/#:%7E:text=Reentry%20Ready%20Resources%201%20Housing%20Is%20there%20anything,Your%20Health%20...%208%20Insurance%20...%20More%20items


Community Partner Feedback Process

Who are our partners?
Who do we need to reach?
What information to add?



Reentry Ready Resources
● Resource guides by 

Psych 601 students 
for 14 counties

● Feedback from 
community partners

● Engagement with 
UW–Madison faculty

● Conference 
presentations

https://finances.extension.wisc.edu/reentry-ready-resources/#:%7E:text=Reentry%20Ready%20Resources%201%20Housing%20Is%20there%20anything,Your%20Health%20...%208%20Insurance%20...%20More%20items


Reentry Ready Resources



Reentry Ready Checklist

● Aid in Reentry Planning

● Ensure Accessibility
(Specifically within Facilities)

● Guide to Tracking Resources



Reentry Ready Certificate of Completion



Reentry Ready - Impact
Evaluation - Curriculum
• 92% reported learning “A Lot” 

about tracking their money
• 91% reported “Yes” on 

understanding how to get and 
read a credit report

• 88% reported learning “A Lot” 
about dealing with debt

• Feedback responses
• The most visited topics on the 

Reentry Ready Resources 
website are Housing and Work

Evaluation - Website
• The average time spent during a 

website visit is 9 minutes and 53 
seconds

• The top 10 pages visited are:



• Presentation to UW-Madison Chancellor Jennifer L. Mnookin in December 2023

• Presentation to UW-Madison Provost Charles Isbell in March 2024

• Association for Financial Counseling & Planning Education national conference in 

November 2023

• National Extension Association of Family & Consumer Sciences national 

conference in September 2024

Reentry Ready
Presentations and Conferences





Reentry Ready: Focus on Finances
NEAFCS 2024



Reentry Ready – Next Steps

• Further build evaluation data from courses, including 6-12 
month post-release evaluation

• Expand Reentry Ready courses in the state
• Increase partnerships & use of the website action plan 

worksheet with community partners
• Developing a Train-the-Trainer series to allow anyone to 

present the curriculum



Application To Your Environment

What do you think this work could look like in 
your situation and organization?



Questions?

Todd Wenzel
todd.wenzel@wisc.edu
920-232-1982
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