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PROGRAM 
OVERVIEW



IRA HOME ENERGY REBATE PROGRAMS 
IN WISCONSIN

In 2022 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) was 
signed into law.

Nearly $150M awarded to Wisconsin over 10 years 
for:
• Home Efficiency Rebates (HOMES).
• Home Electrification and Appliance Rebates 

(HEAR).

FOCUS ON ENERGY® was chosen by the Public 
Service Commission of Wisconsin to deliver the 
IRA Home Energy Rebate Programs.



IRA HOME ENERGY REBATES

HOMES HEAR
SAVINGS • Performance-based whole-home rebates. • Contractor Installed – Instant discount on invoice.

• Retail – instant discount at select retailers or post 
purchase

UPGRADE TYPE • Not specific to any one technology.
• But not all technologies allowed.

• Qualifying electric appliances and home upgrades.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? • All Wisconsin residents. 
• Rebates based on based on predicted savings and 

household income.

• Low- and moderate-income households (<150% 
Area Median Income).

• New construction is eligible for some upgrades.

BASIC 
REQUIREMENTS

• Existing homes only and requires an energy 
assessment. 

• Must use an IRA Registered Contractor.

• Contractor Installed - Equipment must be purchased 
and installed by an IRA Registered Contractor.

• Retail – can be purchased at any retail location and 
installed at a qualified household

RETROACTIVE Yes No

IRA Rebates may also be combined with Focus on Energy rebates and discounts, the Weatherization Assistance Program, and tax credits.



REBATE STACKING

IRA Rebate

Focus on Energy Rebates

Manufacturer Rebates

Other Utility or Municipal Rebates

IRA rebates cannot 
be stacked with 

projects completed 
with other Federal 
Dollars, including 

other IRA Programs.

Total rebates 
received cannot 

exceed total project 
cost.



HOME EFFICIENCY 
REBATES (HOMES)



ENERGY STAR Appliances

ENERGY STAR Heating and Cooling

Insulation, Air Sealing, Ventilation, and
ENERGY STAR® Windows, Doors, and Skylights 

ENERGY STAR Water Heating

ALLOWABLE 
UPGRADES



Moderate- and Higher-Income Multifamily properties have a combined rebate 
cap of $200,000 (20%-34% savings) or $400,000 (35%+) per building. 
Caps for Low-income are 250,000 (20%-34% savings) or $500,000 (35%+) per 
building. 

HOMES: MODELED REBATES

Per Unit Rebates Low-Income 
(<80% AMI)

Moderate-Income
(80%-150% AMI)

High-Income 
(>150% AMI)

Project with at least 20% 
predicted energy savings

100% of project costs 
up to $5,000

50% of project costs 
up to $2,000

50% of project costs 
up to $1,500

Project with at least 35% 
predicted energy savings

100% of project costs 
up to $10,000

50% of project costs 
up to $4,000

50% of project costs 
up to $3,000



• Must be provided as an 
instant discount to the 
household.

• Up to $500 per unit paid 
direct to the Assessor.

• Up to $2,000 per Multifamily 
property.

• Assessment must include a 
calibrated model & report. 

• Only for HOMES projects.

HOMES: LOW-INCOME 
ASSESSMENT INSTANT DISCOUNT

Low Income Energy Assessment 
Incentive Application

https://focusonenergy.formstack.com/forms/ira_assessment_app
https://focusonenergy.formstack.com/forms/ira_assessment_app


HOMES: DISADVANTAGED 
COMMUNITY (DAC) INCENTIVE

• $200 bonus to IRA Primary 
Registered Contractor for work 
performed in Disadvantaged 
Communities (DAC).

• Eligibility is determined by address 
and confirmed when project is 
reserved.

• Interactive web map available.

https://maps.psc.wi.gov/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cd2b3dc76d4d460da05d72c254123318


HOME ELECTRIFICATION 
AND APPLIANCE REBATES

 (HEAR)



WHAT IS HEAR?

• Low- and moderate-income households are 
eligible.

• Under 150% Area Median Income (AMI)
• Instant discount on qualifying electric 

appliances and home upgrades when installed 
by a Registered Contractor.

• Instant discount coupon available for retail 
purchases at Lowes. 

• Post purchase rebate available for qualifying 
purchases made at other retailers. 



SINGLE & MULTIFAMILY REBATES

*Rebates are 
available only when 
upgrading from a non-
electric appliance.



IRA REGISTERED 
CONTRACTORS



IRA REGISTERED 
CONTRACTOR NETWORK

• Separate from Focus on Energy 
Trade Ally Network.

• Separate participation requirements.

• Additional training requirements.

• Additional documentation.

• Learn how to register: 
focusonenergy.com/ira-registered-contractors 

https://focusonenergy.com/ira-registered-contractors
https://focusonenergy.com/ira-registered-contractors
https://focusonenergy.com/ira-registered-contractors
https://focusonenergy.com/ira-registered-contractors
https://focusonenergy.com/ira-registered-contractors


CHALLENGES & 
OPPORTUNITIES



CHALLENGE: INCOME LIMITS 

• WHEAP and the 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program covers customers 
<60% SMI.

• Focus on Energy & Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) Home 
Energy Rebates cover all 
incomes, with higher 
incentives <80% AMI.



OPPORTUNITY: INCOME LIMITS 

• IRA Moderate Income rebate 
tier.

• Cross Promotion.



CHALLENGE: LIMITED SCOPE

• WAP cannot cover 
some measures.

• Focus on Energy is 
limited to HVAC and 
Insulation & Air Sealing 
improvements. 

Measure Focus on Energy 
Discount

IRA Home Energy 
Rebate (HEAR)

Furnace (natural 
gas)

Up to $400 NA

ENERGY STAR 
electric heat pump 
for space heating 
and cooling

$400 - $900 for 
natural gas

$100 - $350 for 
propane

Up to $8,000

ENERGY STAR 
electric heat pump 
water heater

Minimum $300 Up to $1,750

Electric panel 
upgrade

NA Up to $4,000

Electric wiring NA Up to $2,500



OPPORTUNITY: LIMITED SCOPE

• Expanded measures 
with IRA.

• Ability to potentially pay 
for electrical elements of 
an installation. 

Measure Focus on Energy 
Discount

IRA Home Energy 
Rebate (HEAR)

Furnace (natural 
gas)

Up to $400 NA

ENERGY STAR 
electric heat pump 
for space heating 
and cooling

$400 - $900 for 
natural gas

$100 - $350 for 
propane

Up to $8,000

ENERGY STAR 
electric heat pump 
water heater

Minimum $300 Up to $1,750

Electric panel 
upgrade

NA Up to $4,000

Electric wiring NA Up to $2,500



CHALLENGE: REACHING CUSTOMERS 
WITH DELIVERED FUELS

• Customers with electric resistance and delivered fuels have 
historically been underserved by Focus programs. 

Electric resistance customers, 0 - 5 Propane fuel customers, 0 - 50



OPPORTUNITY: REACHING CUSTOMERS 
WITH DELIVERED FUELS

• Customer education

Electric resistance customers, 0 - 5 Propane fuel customers, 0 - 50



CHALLENGE: CONTRACTOR 
PARTICIPATION

• Participating, IRA Registered 
Contractors are not 
necessarily where the needs 
are.



OPPORTUNITY: CONTRACTOR 
PARTICIPATION

• Sign up to be a Registered 
Contractor!



SUCCESS STORY



JAKE ROBERTSON 

Technical & Energy Program Development Manager

• 16 years at Couleecap.

• Run lead on our IRA rebate work, 50+ projects and 
counting!

• Supervise our energy auditors and inspectors for 
Couleecap’s Energy Services Department.

• BPI Building Analyst Professional, Quality Control                           
Inspector HEP and Energy Auditor HEP.



COULEECAP

Nonprofit Community Action Program in SW Wisconsin.

Serving primarily Crawford, La Crosse, Monroe and Vernon Counties since 1966
and weatherizing homes since 1972.

“Couleecap fights poverty and creates 
opportunities for economic and social 
mobility-so that all people succeed in thriving 
communities.”



BENEFITS OF IRA TO WX CLIENTS



• Program Services is no longer covering AC replacements, and our summers 
are becoming hotter and more humid.

• Costs of mini splits often too expensive for SIR but will benefit clients and save 
money and energy.

• Mobile homes now get minimal benefit from weatherization but use much more 
energy per square foot than standard homes.

• Often homes with ductwork have issues with poor heating and cooling in large 
sections of home.

• Ultimately, we want to help our neighbors as much as possible.  This is another 
great tool to do that.

WHY IS COULEECAP COMBINING 
WX AND IRA REBATES?



QUESTIONS & 
FEEDBACK



CONTACT INFORMATION

Brady Steigauf – Community Engagement Manager
Brady.Steigauf@focusonenergy.com

Trinity Fuss – IRA Associate Program Manager
Trinity.fuss@focusonenergy.com

mailto:Brady.Steigauf@focusonenergy.com
mailto:Trinity.fuss@focusonenergy.com
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